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As members of their communities, certified public
accountants donate their time and assistance in order to assist
individuals and organizations in their local areas. In return for
their services, these volunteers receive the appreciation of the
community and others whom they help, they meet new friends
and business contacts and they become more acquainted with
themselves on both professional and personal levels. Their
activities are valuable in providing practical knowledge and
guidance for civic welfare and for charitable organizations.
The American Institute of Certified Public Accountants
would like to recognize these individuals chosen by their state
societies and to honor them on a national level in this booklet
and at a reception at the AICPA 98th Annual Meeting in
Honolulu, Hawaii. To be a candidate for a Public Service Award,
a CPA has:
□ Participated in community, charitable or other civic activities
on an ongoing basis
□ Taken responsibility for a public service project which had a
significant and positive effect on the community
□ Served in a notable volunteer capacity in government at the
local, state or national level
□ Served in an outstanding manner as an appointed or elected
official at the local, state or national level.
Many of these CPAs are leaders of their respective state
societies.
For the sixth year, the AICPA would like to commend these
Public Service Award recipients for their accomplishments
and congratulate them for the generosity of their services.
The practitioners honored here were cited by their state
societies early in 1985.
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ALABAMA
Donald C. Brabston has served the Birmingham Area Chamber of

Commerce in a number of offices including chairman of the board. He has
also served as chairman of the board of Birmingham Baptist Hospitals
Foundation. Mr. Brabston has served on boards and committees for
Birmingham-Southern College and was an honorary chair of accounting.
He gave 19 years of service to the Salvation Army and received their
William Booth Award. Mr. Brabston has served on advisory boards and
committees of Judson College, Miles College, Samford University and the
University of Alabama.
Mr. Brabston is a retired partner in charge of the Birmingham office of
Ernst & Whinney.

ARKANSAS
John Patrick Thomas has served as president of the Texarkana Chamber

of Commerce as well as on the Chamber’s Committee. Mr. Thomas is the
former chairman of the St. Michael’s Hospital Board and is a present
member of the St. Michael’s Hospital Foundation. He is the current
chairman of the East Texas State University-Texarkana Developmental
Council. He has served on the boards of directors of the Texarkana United
Way and is the immediate past president of the Education Foundation of the
Texas Society of Certified Public Accountants.
Mr. Thomas is managing partner in the firm of Thomas & Thomas, CPAs,
in Texarkana.

CALIFORNIA
Melvin M. Jay currently serves local government as a Council member

of the City of Westminster. He is an active member of the Westminster
Chamber of Commerce and has served as its ambassador, president, trea
surer, director, vice president and chairman of various committees. Mr. Jay is
director of Westminster’s Boys’ Club and a member of the Kiwanis Club of
Westminster. He served on a curriculum advisory board for computer
education at Golden West College and is a member of the Huntington Beach
Union High School District Scholarship Fund.
Mr. Jay is with the firm of Thomas C. Hill Accountancy Corporation in
Santa Ana.

COLORADO
John B. Knezovich is an active citizen of the City of Fort Collins. He

presently serves his city as a council member, treasurer, and director of the
Platte River Power Authority, and as a member of the American Public
Power Association’s Policy Board Advisory Committee. In the past he has
served as assistant mayor and as mayor. Mr. Knezovich is chairman for both
the Colorado Municipal League’s Finance Committee and the Sales Task
Force. He is a member of the Sertoma Club, has served as its president and
has chaired four convention committees. He chaired the Fort Collins United
Way financial institutions campaign in 1984.
Mr. Knezovich is a sole practitioner in Fort Collins.
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CONNECTICUT
Harold Bench is serving his second term as the City of New Haven’s

Board of Finance commissioner. He is also the commissioner of the
Coliseum Authority of the City of New Haven. Mr. Bench is a charter
member and was first treasurer of the Rotary Club of Woodbridge. He has
served as president of the Congregation B’Nai Jacob, president of the Jewish
Home for the Aged in New Haven and is also active in the Home’s Building
Fund Corporation. Mr. Bench is a member of the New Haven Jewish
Federation.
He is a partner of Bailey, Moore, Glazer, Schaefer & Proto, CPAs, in
Woodbridge.

FLORIDA
Joseph Wittenstein has been contributing to his community for the past

25 years and has held office or served on the board of at least 15 different
organizations. He has held office with the Florida Symphony Society, the
Orlando Chamber of Commerce, the Orlando Science Center and the
Jewish Federation of Greater Orlando. Mr. Wittenstein has served medical
organizations as a member of the board of directors of Hospice of Central
Florida. He is currently on the board of the Orlando Regional Medical
Center and vice president of its Foundation.
Mr. Wittenstein is currently the senior vice president of MG Lewis and
Company, Inc. Investment Bankers.

GEORGIA
Charles W. Hendry serves on the board of directors for the Alzheimer’s

Disease Family Support Group and for the Georgia Sheriffs Cherokee
Estates Youth Center. He is a member of the First Baptist Church where he
is a Sunday School director, chairman of the audit committee, and a deacon.
He also serves as president of Dalton Swim Associates, Inc. He is a past trea
surer of Dalton/Whitfield Chamber of Commerce and served on the board
of directors for Dalton Junior College Foundation. Mr. Hendry also served
on the board of trustees and as chairman of the Deferred Gifts Committee
for the Whitfield Health Care Foundation.
Mr. Hendry is president of Hendry & Bailey PC., in Dalton.

HAWAII
James F. Temple II serves as director and fund raising chairman of Hale

Kipa, Inc., which are emergency shelters for teenagers, and he serves on
several committees for the organization. He is a member of the Budget
Review Panel for the Aloha United Way and is a former member of its ad
hoc budgeting committee. Mr. Temple was a “Project Business” consultant
for ninth graders in Junior Achievement of Hawaii.
He is director of internal auditing for Pacific Resources, Inc., in Honolulu.
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ILLINOIS
Morris Glasser has served the public through civic, medical, religious

and educational organizations for the past 35 years. Mr. Glasser currently
serves as a life-long trustee of Mt. Sinai Hospital Medical Center, Chicago,
director of Oak Park Temple, Oak Park, and director of the National Eye
Research Foundation, Chicago. He has held a number of positions for local
and national Jewish organizations. He has been president of the Jewish
Welfare Fund; the Jewish Federation; Jewish United Fund (all three of
Metropolitan Chicago); Council of Jewish Federations; American
Association for Jewish Education and United Jewish Appeal.
Mr. Glasser is a partner of Altschuler, Melvoin and Glasser in Chicago.

INDIANA
L. Craig Fulmer is currently a board member and past president of both

the Kiwanis Club and the Association for Disabled of Elkhart County. Mr.
Fulmer now serves on the boards of the Boy Scouts, Family Counseling
Service and the Trinity United Methodist Church. He is the county
chairman of the United Way, and has served as president and as a board
member of the Big Brother/Big Sister organization.
Mr. Fulmer is a vice president of finance for Kentron, Inc., in Elkhart.

IOWA
Frank R. Barth is an active member of the Good Shepherd Lutheran

Church, Decorah, serving as treasurer and church council member. He is a
past president and director of Lutheran Youth Encounter and a former
member of the senior choir. Dr. Barth is a president and director of the
Minnesota Valley Restoration Project, Inc. He also served on the boards of
directors of Correctional Services in Minnesota, Inc. and the Committee on
Education, Iowa.
Dr. Barth is a professor of accounting and management at Luther College
in Decorah.

LOUISIANA
Elmer V.Moore is currently secretary/treasurer of the Catholic

Foundation of North-Central Louisiana, Inc., and vice chairman of the
Policeman and Fireman Civil Service Board, both in Alexandria. He was a
board member of the Louisiana CPA Political Action Committee and served
on the Joint Legislative Committee on Intergovernmental Relations
Advisory Committee. Mr. Moore was president of the Louisiana State
University—Alexandria Lay Advisory Committee. Mr. Moore was also a
board member of the Rapides United Givers and president of the Serra
Club of Alexandria.
He was a partner in the firm of Payne, Moore & Herrington in Alexandria
before his retirement.
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MINNESOTA
Robert W. Kitchenmaster is founder of a local service club, Key City

Sertoma Club, and is currently chairman of its Service to Mankind Award
Committee. He has also served as the Club’s charter president. Mr.
Kitchenmaster is a former elected vice president of the Mankato Chamber
of Commerce. He was a member of the board of directors of the Valley
Industrial Development Corp., which attracts new businesses to the
community and stimulates economic growth. He was also chairman of the
Mankato Lutheran Council of Churches.
Mr. Kitchenmaster is a partner of Clapper Kitchenmaster & Co. in
Mankato.

MISSISSIPPI
Jimmie M. O’Neil is organizer and chairman of the Mississippi Society

of CPAs insurance trust committee which supervises hospitalization and
life insurance for over 800 members. He has served as both treasurer and
president of the Jones County United Way and is now a member of the
board of the Laurel Chamber of Commerce. Mr. O’Neil has served the
First United Methodist Church in Laurel as treasurer and in other leader
ship positions. He has been treasurer of the Jones County Red Cross and is a
past president of the Laurel Exchange Club.
Mr. O’Neil is a partner of Breazeale, Saunders & O’Neil in Laurel.

MONTANA
Ellen Feaver chairs the Admission and Distribution Committee of the

Lewis and Clark County United Way and has served as a member of its
board of directors and as 1984 campaign division leader. She is a member of
the finance committee, a Sunday school teacher, member of the board of
directors and past treasurer of Plymouth Congressional Church. Ms. Feaver
is a guest speaker for various organizations on accounting-related topics and
has also served as past chairman of the advisory board for the University of
Montana accounting department.
She is director of the department of administration for the state of
Montana.

NEVADA
Albert E. Cartlidge is a founding member of the Nevada Self-Help

Foundation. He has a charter membership in the Reno Sertoma Club and
has served the organization as an officer for many years. He is a commis
sioner and chairman of the board for the Reno Housing Authority and a
member of the Sierra Pacific Power Company Consumer Advisory Panel.
Mr. Cartlidge is a former member of the board of directors for the Sierra
Nevada Girl Scout Council and former coach and member of the board of
directors for Reno National Little League Baseball.
Mr. Cartlidge is a sole practitioner in Reno.
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NEW JERSEY
Thomas B. Hogan has been a trustee of Pace University since 1962.

After 16 years as chairman of the board of trustees, he was named Chairman
Emeritus in 1983. He was awarded an honorary Doctor of Commercial
Science degree and he and his wife have a wing of the University’s Civic
Center named for them in honor of the time and resources they devoted to
Pace. Mr. Hogan has been active with the New York Heart Association for
the past 25 years and has served as its chairman of the board. Mr. Hogan also
has served as a member of the board of directors for St. Bonaventure
University.
He is a retired managing partner of Deloitte Haskins & Sells in New York.

NEW MEXICO
Gary L. Bender currently serves as chairman of the Portales Board of

Economic Development and in the past has served as its director and vicechairman. He is now the director of the Portales Rotary Club, serves as vice
president of the Roosevelt County Chamber of Commerce and is a member
of the Eastern New Mexico University Foundation. In the past he has
served as director of the New Mexico Christian Children’s Home.
Mr. Bender has held a number of positions for the Roosevelt
County Crimestoppers.
He is president of Bender, Burnett & Co., in Portales.

NORTH DAKOTA
Shirley R. Martz has served the Quota Club, a service club for women,

as treasurer, board member and as president. She has been a board represen
tative for the Minot Chamber of Commerce Beautification Committee on
Cultural Affairs. She is currently a member of the board for the Greater
North Dakota Association and for St. Joseph Hospital. Ms. Martz is also a
member of St. Leo’s Church Choir.
She is a principal shareholder at Brady, Martz & Associates, PC., in
Minot.

OKLAHOMA
James D. Miller served as the president of the board of governors of the

Summit Club and was recognized as one of the most outstanding presidents
in its history. He is one of the founding members of the board of directors of
the Oklahoma Private Enterprise Forum and currently serves as an active
member of the board. Mr. Miller is a former chairman for the 1984
University of Tulsa Conference of Accountants and has served as a member
of the Board of Directors and on the selection committee of Leadership
Tulsa, Inc.
Mr. Miller is the partner in charge of the audit division of the Tulsa office
of Arthur Andersen & Co.
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OREGON
Kenneth H. Kohnen served as the 1984 treasurer of the Eugene Ballet

Company. He is also past treasurer of the Advocates of Lane County. Mr.
Kohnen is a member and past president of the board of directors of the Lane
County Mass Transit District and he has been a member of the Eugene
Community Goals Conference. His other community activities include
chairman of the board of trustees, Eugene Jaycee Community Development
Trust, and chairman of the Eugene-Springfield Metropolitan Study
Commission.
Mr. Kohnen is a partner of Kohnen, Larson and Co., in Eugene.

PENNSYLVANIA
Frank J. Concannon was a leader in the establishment of the Northeast

Pennsylvania Chapter of the Cystic Fibrosis Association. He is the first
honorary board member of the Jewish Federation of Allentown and is a past
president of the Rotary Club of Allentown. Mr. Concannon actively partici
pates in the Meals-on-Wheels project and assists political candidates during
election campaigns with his financial skills. He serves the Boy Scouts of
America as an Executive Board member and as assistant treasurer of the
Council.
Mr. Concannon is a founding partner of Concannon, Gallagher, Miller &
Co., in Allentown.

SOUTH CAROLINA
Daniel L. McKnight, Jr., is president of the Trident United Way and vice

president of the Easter Seal Society of South Carolina. He is a past president
of the Charleston Sertoma Club and of the Easter Seal Society for Crippled
Children and Adults of Berkely, Charleston and Dorchester Counties.
Mr. McKnight is managing partner of McKnight Frampton Buskirk and
Co., in Charleston.

TENNESSEE
Joseph F. Decosimo currently serves as chairman of Partners for

Economic Progress and is the chairman of the University of Tennessee
Development Council. Mr. Decosimo serves as treasurer of the United Way
of Greater Chattanooga and as director of its executive committee. He
serves as director and treasurer of Carter Street Corporation (Chattanooga
Industrial Trade Center). Mr. Decosimo is the first vice president and a
member of the Rotary Club of Chattanooga and a member of the Mountain
City Club.
He is senior partner of Joseph Decosimo and Company.
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UTAH
G. Ellsworth Brunson serves on the Board of Governors of the Salt

Lake Area Chamber of Commerce and chairs the Salt Lake Sister Cities
Committee. Mr. Brunson is the chairman of the Local Government Study
Committee and treasurer of Community Services Council. He was the
director of a fiscal procedures study which developed the Uniform Fiscal
Procedures Act for county government. Mr. Brunson is a voting district
chairman of the Salt Lake County Republican Central Committee and a
member of its finance committee.
He is retired from Tanner, Brunson & Co., in Salt Lake City and recently
retired as commissioner for the Utah State Tax Commission.
VIRGINIA
Gerald G. Thompson was treasurer for the William Scott congressional

and senatorial campaigns. He is a member of the Fairfax City and Fairfax
County Chamber of Commerce and served as treasurer of the City
Chamber. Mr. Thompson is an active member of the Fairfax United
Methodist Church, serving as a member of the administrative board, a
member of the board of trustees and chairman of the finance committee. He
is a former treasurer and president of the John C. Wood PTA. Mr.
Thompson has been a guest lecturer before numerous civic
and professional organizations.
He is a shareholder and chief executive officer at Thompson, Greenspon
and Co., in Fairfax.

WASHINGTON
John L. O’Brien served 22 terms in the State House of Representatives,

longer than anyone in the history of the United States. He is now serving his
sixth term as Speaker Pro Tempore and has served as Speaker of the House,
as majority leader and as minority leader. Mr. O’Brien is also a past presi
dent of the National Conference of State Legislative Leaders. He was the
prime sponsor of the 1949 Public Accounting Act which included the provi
sion of setting up a single class of certified public accountants. Mr. O’Brien
is treasurer of Troubleshooters for the Handicapped, whose main purpose is
to serve as advocates for the handicapped.
He is a senior partner of John L. O’Brien & Company in Seattle.

WISCONSIN
James H. Fischer is the initial investor in and co-founder of the Abaris

Center for the treatment of the chemically dependent. He also serves as
president of the board of directors, treasurer and controller of the organiza
tion. Dr. Fischer serves his city of Whitewater as president of the Common
Council and as an officer in its Community Development Authority. He is
the organizer of an accounting internship program at the University of
Wisconsin-Whitewater. Dr. Fischer serves his country as a major in the Air
Force Reserves in Milwaukee.
He is a professor of accounting at the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater.
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